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Our Mission: 1o improve the natural qualities of, increase public concern for, and
promote the enjoyment of the Deckers Creek Watershed.




This year seems to have flown by like the flick of a fly fishers cast. Oftentimes it is
hard to see how far the flow of life has taken you from the streambank where you
started and it seems 2020 feels particularly this way. Looking upstream, we have
gotten our feet wet with a great deal of projects this year and have been so happy
to work on them with our community members: even if the ways in which we work
together looks quite a bit different than years prior. Although we may not be able to
Interact with each other as much physically, we have been quite active in other
ways.

FODC continues to maintain seven Acid Mine Drainage treatment sites that re-
move thousands of pounds of pollutants from our watershed each year. Our active
AMD treatment site off of Rt. 7 has had a vibrator installed to more uniformly dis-
perse lime treatment and large scale maintenance upgrades have begun on both
our passive and active AMD treatment sites. Recently we have been awarded a
grant to begin remediation efforts in the Dillan Creek area, a tributary in the upper
section of Deckers Creek. Additionally, FODC has been granted approval for a
data logger that will help provide us with steady data of a stream site and we are
currently collaborating with WVU engineering students to design a proposal for a
second one. It is our hope to have one data logger in the upper part of the water-
shed and one in the lower portion to better visualize and understand the overall
health of the watershed over time. The WVU Design students have created a kiosk
explaining our AMD passive treatment site that will be installed along the Deckers
Creek ralil trail. We are ecstatic NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service)
and the DEP are finally making headway on the Richard Mine treatment plant which will be funded by the NRCS and
operated and maintained by the DEP. This has been the largest polluter of our watershed and we are excited that reme-
diation efforts are finally coming to light! The first stage of the project is scheduled to begin this year. Find out more at
https://deckerscreek.org/richard/.

Anglers sent in photos of fish catches in the early spring and a few fish have even
been spotted in the lower part of the watershed - a great indication that water
quality is improving! Our macrosampling results show plenty of water pennies,
caddisfly larvae and some hellgrammites in the middle watershed. With many
reaches of Deckers Creek now teeming with life, they've become hotspots for
outdoor recreation, and we want to ensure that they meet recreational safety
standards. Thanks to the EPA, we now have an in-house coliform and E Coli
sampling lab. You can check out the safety levels each month at swimqguide.org.

Our Outdoor Learning Park serves as an inclusive greenspace for all who wish to
have a place to relax in nature, as well as a location for educational activities led
by FODC and other partners. Flowers bloom in rotation, butterflies and birds mi-
grate through, water babbles and fish have been seen by the bridge! We update
a chalk board with environmental lessons as an alternative educational tool and a
place for individuals to express themselves. A small Restoration Celebration
Event was held in collaboration with the MHS WATER Club, a group of high
school students who are passionate about environmental protection and advoca-
cy. We removed invasive species, planted trees, installed biologs to mitigate
erosion issues, and students presented on Action Items for those who want to
help create a healthier environment.

Prior to the pandemic, we were ecstatic to interact with afterschool programs
through STEAM activities and provide an artistic outlet for community members
to learn and express themselves. As we are all adapting with the times, we are
working on ways in which we can bring this resource to the community virtual-
ly. Looking to the future, please keep an eye out on FODCs online platforms for
opportunities. While we continue to offer anonymous reporting of creek concerns
on our CreekDog website we are in the midst of creating an angler citsci program
too! This will allow anglers to send in photos and report their catches which will
help us gather data on our fish populations. Reporting will have the option of be-
INng done anonymously and as always, we thank-you for practicing and advocat-
Ing for catch and release protocols as we work toward a more sustainable fishery!

Interacting with our community members through environmental education, fundraisers, and clean ups has always been
something that keeps us inspired and we miss seeing you all iIn person so very much! This summer you might have
seen our dedicated essential volunteers working in the park or remotely cleaning up the watershed following COVID pre-
cautions. We are so grateful for all of our volunteers that have helped to maintain FODCs efforts as well as our remote
and virtual volunteers for creating brochures and virtual education on our social media. Thank-you for your unwavering
contributions to us and the community, we are truly humbled by you!
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